INTO BATTLE
Italian people in the Mediterranean Sea. I think the Government
are quite right to let this Agreement stand De lene csse, as the
lawyers say. This is a term of art which they apply to things that
do not matter very much. In spite of the bad faith with which
we have been treated by the Italian Government, I am still not
convinced that Italy has made up her mind, particularly the Italian
nation, to be involved in a mortal struggle with Gicat Britain and
France in the Mediterranean.
We must remember that if we have had an unpleasant experience
at the hands of the Italian Government, Germany had a much
more grievous experience of Italian policy at the outbreak of the
Great War. That wears an agreeable aspect in British recollection,
but a somewhat different impression of what occurred is sustained
in Germany. It may be assumed that Germany would like to
make sure of Italy by getting her into a war with the Western
Powers before any main strokes were delivered in the central or
north European theatre. I am afraid we have reached a point
when we are bound to look at matters in this somewhat realistic
way. If it is in the Nazi interest that this should happen, it seems
to me not in our interest to facilitate their task. As long as the
Government have no illusions about the Agreement with the Italian
Government, I shall not press them to take the step of denouncing it
merely to relieve their natural feelings of indignation at the manner
in which they have been treated. We can readily imagine that it
must have been a great disappointment and surprise to the Prime
Minister to be treated in this way by a dictator in whom he placed
particular trust, and in whom he advised us to place particular trust.
Every one knows that his motives have been absolutely straight-
forward and sincere. We all sympathise with him, and we all
sympathise with ourselves, too,
I am alscS in agreement with the practical steps which the
Prime Minister has announced on behalf of His Majesty's Govern-
ment to give a guarantee to Greece and to make even more effective
arrangements with Turkey. The validity of this guarantee rests,
of course, mainly upon British sea power and upon the fact that
the British and French Fleets combined have a superiority in the
Mediterranean which might well be considered decisive, in the
absence of unknown factors which at present we cannot accurately
measure.
Here I really must ask the Government to maintain a continuous
state of vigilance in the Mediterranean, a state of vigilance appro-
priate to the tension which exists and to the strain which un-
doubtedly is being put upon our naval power. I cannot feel that
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